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My semester abroad in Ireland was an amazing experience I will remember
for the rest of my life. I acquired knowledge about various cultures and learned
about myself as well.
I lived in the small town of Maynooth and attended classes at the local
University. I took classes with Irish students, and I learned the course material
through their unique cultural lens. I loved becoming a part of the community by
attending campus events and joining a college gospel choir. I lived in an on-campus
apartment and had three Irish roommates who helped me adjust to the new
environment. I also stayed with a host family for two weekends and learned about
their way of life. It was an incredible feeling to call Ireland my home. Though I saw
many of the popular attractions, I did not feel like a tourist. I felt a part of the
welcoming community.
I did not know a single person when I arrived in Ireland, but I quickly became
friends with people from around the world. I learned to interact with people from all
backgrounds and appreciate and embrace our differences. My extensive traveling
taught me how be independent and adapt in all situations.
In my time off from class, I explored Ireland and saw historical sights and
attractions. I also traveled to other parts of Europe; I visited Prague, Belfast, Berlin,
Barcelona, Paris, Edinburgh, and London.
Studying abroad was an experience, and I hope I will be able to visit Ireland
again sometime in my life. The Friendly Sons of St. Patrick scholarship helped make
my trip possible, and I am so thankful for this generous award. My whole life I knew
I wanted to study abroad, learn about diverse cultures, and explore new places.
Thank you for making this dream a reality. This semester was an unforgettable
adventure, and I am so grateful for this amazing opportunity.

